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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION — LEGISLATION 
43. MR S.J. PRICE to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to and support for workers, which has already been 
demonstrated by the introduction of legislation, including the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management 
Amendment Bill 2017. Can the minister advise the house what this government is now doing to modernise the 
state’s workers’ compensation legislation to support injured workers in Western Australia? 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: We will stop Parliament while you are having your say, member for Warren–Blackwood, and 
then I will call you to order at the end of it. I call you to order for the first time. It is an interesting conversation 
but not for here. Minister. 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I have a better answer for you, member for Moore. I call you to order for the first time, too. Minister. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Given that I do not think the National Party has ever asked me a question about industrial relations or employment, 
I am glad to hear it is now interested in the matter. It would separate it from the Liberal Party, of course, which is 
not interested in industrial relations. 
I am pleased to be able to answer the question from the member for Forrestfield, who as we all know got to 
Parliament because of his dedicated work on behalf of people in this state. 
We were pleased last year to introduce the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Amendment Bill 2017. 
That came out of the review of the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981 final report of four 
years ago, which was not acted on by the former government. That bill is designed to improve compensation for 
the families of workers who are killed. That report also recommended a rewrite of the workers’ compensation act, 
because the 30-year old legislation is now outdated and difficult for the practitioners in the industry to handle. I am 
pleased to say that in late January, the government approved the drafting of a new workers’ compensation statute 
to repeal and replace the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981. This will provide a modern 
act. It will be clear, accessible and workable. It demonstrates the continuing desire of the McGowan Labor 
government to provide a modern workplace in Western Australia—something that was not done by the former 
Liberal government, even when it had reports and recommendations for it to act in that way. I remind members 
that their failure to act has cost specific individual workers tens of thousands of dollars and the benefits that their 
families should have received. 
I also remind members that this will allow us to include a catastrophic injury compensation scheme. That is a part of 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme, which is part of the agreement that was signed by the former government 
with the commonwealth. The former government said that it would implement this, and it never acted on it. 
We are very pleased to introduce this. I want to assure people in the industry that there will be an open and 
consultative approach to ensure that the draft legislation—I understand the proper word is that there will be an 
exposure draft before it goes back to cabinet so that participants in the industry can have a say about the details. 
There has already been a very strong cooperative process before we got to this point. 
I do not understand why the former Liberal government did not act on the recommendations that were before it. 
I suppose that reflects the fact that the Leader of the Opposition thinks so little of Western Australian workers. He 
says that building a bridge in Western Australia will lead to lower quality outcomes. That is what the Leader of 
the Opposition said. He said that if we built a bridge in Malaysia, it would be a better quality than it is now. That 
is an exact quote. On 6PR radio on 22 January this year, the Leader of the Opposition said that if you build a bridge 
in Malaysia compared with building it at Civmec here in Western Australia, it would have been, quote, “at a better 
quality than it is now”. That is disgraceful. The fact that the Liberal Party thinks so little of Australian workers is 
probably why it never acted to fix the workers’ comp system. 
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